
2024  P IT-UN
INTERNAL COMPET IT ION

Request for Proposals



BACKGROUND
PIT and PIT-UN

Public Interest Technology (PIT) refers to the study and application of 
technology expertise to advance the public interest in a way that 
generates public benefits and promotes the public good, particularly 
for those members of our society least well served historically and 
today by existing systems and policies.

The Public Interest Technology University Network (PIT-UN) is a 
partnership of colleges and universities committed to educating 
students who can better apply technical understanding and practice to 
questions of individual rights, justice, social welfare, and the public 
good, particularly for those members of our society least well served 
historically and today by existing systems and policies.
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https://pitcases.org/members/


CHALLENGE  OVERV IEW
PIT-UN Network Challenge

The Public Interest Technology University Network (PIT-UN) 
Challenge seeks to encourage new ideas, foster 
collaborations, and incentivize resource- and information-
sharing among a national network of universities working to 
create a robust Public Interest Technology field.

Previous grantees and projects can be viewed 
here: https://pitcases.org/challenge/

This is a limited submission, so there will be an internal 
competition to determine which submissions will be made on 
behalf of Cal Poly.
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https://pitcases.org/challenge/


CORE  OUTCOMES
PIT-UN Network Challenge

The PIT-UN Challenge will prioritize projects that center the 
needs of communities that have historically been denied 
access to new technologies, systematically left out 
of conversations at the intersection of technology and policy, 
and denied opportunities to join the technology workforce. 
PIT-UN will prioritize these projects in an effort to further the 
positive social impact of technology for all communities. 
Projects may demonstrate centering community needs 
by creating a space for communities to play a role in shaping 
these technologies’ development.
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2024  PR IOR ITY AREAS
Projects may include:
● Multi-institutional research projects focused on artificial intelligence, quantum 
computing, or data science.

● Public interest technology certifications, noncredit professional development 
opportunities, and degree completion projects for all levels of students.

- New models of career training, placement, and/or financial support to develop the 
public interest technology workforce.

- Partnerships with nonprofit, private sector, or affinity groups to educate current 
working professionals in public interest technology.

● Experiential learning opportunities that give students real-world exposure to the 
practice of public interest technology for undergraduate students.

- Experiential opportunities, including clinics, labs, internships, or apprenticeships 
at the undergraduate level.

- Fellowships with an expressed goal of inter-institutional research or 
dissemination.

● Toolkits and guides that include granular instructions to replicate initiatives yet are not 
case studies in implementations.

- Guides should focus on tenure, internships, and hackathons.

1
Educational Offerings

2 Career Placement/Pipeline
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that foster cross-disciplinary perspectives
and credentialing

efforts to develop a public interest 
technology workforce in government, 
industry, and social impact 
organizations



EL IG IB I L I TY
• Individuals who serve as Principal Investigators (PI) shall be full-time 

faculty, MPP (management personnel plan), or staff employees at Cal 
Poly or Cal Poly Partners.

• A person may be listed as the PI on only one Challenge application, but 
individuals may be listed as collaborators on multiple applications.

• New Projects: projects that have not received prior funding from the PIT-
UN Challenge

• Existing Projects: Projects that have received prior funding from the PIT-
UN Challenge in 2019, 2020, 2021, or 2022, but have not received three 
years of Network Challenge funding can apply for additional funding to 
expand and/or scale their project (“previously funded projects”).
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PROJECT TYPES
• We are inviting pre-proposals in two funding levels (level 1: up to $90,000 and 

level 2: up to $145,000) Budgets should be inclusive of an indirect rate, set at 
20% of total direct costs.

• New projects: 1 will go forward at the $145k level and 2 will go forward at 
the $90k level

• Projects at the $145k level must include at least 50% in-kind contribution 
funding

• Existing projects: Any number of these can be submitted at either 
funding level. Because there is no limitation, there is not an internal 
competition for these proposals. Please submit a PIF for these projects only.
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https://preaward.calpoly.edu/prop-info-form


ALLOWABLE  EXPENSES
• Budgets will not be due as part of this internal competition/pre-

proposal, but we will want to know what funding level you are 
seeking ($90k or $145k).

• All budgets should be inclusive of an indirect rate of 20% of total direct 
costs

• Salary, subgrants, travel, professional/consultant services, and 
community support will be allowable
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PRE-PROPOSAL/ INTEREST FORM

T H I S  I S  D U E  O N  M O N D AY,  A P R I L  1 5  AT  8 : 0 0  A M

Email sfabro@calpoly.edu

2 0 2 4  P I T - U N  I N T E R N A L  C O M P E T I T I O N /   9

A C C E S S  T H E  F O R M  ( M U S T  B E  S I G N E D  I N

T O  Y O U R  C A L  P O LY  A C C O U N T )
Pre-Proposal Form

mailto:sfabro@calpoly.edu
https://cpslo.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/REDGE-Files/EZYCf0ekQHxAinzslo5BuJ4BrCp-AIU9QamFAXv5urlPDQ?e=vtbLSw


REV IEW CR ITER IA
• Partnerships (up to 20 points)

• Project Plan (up to 10 points)

• Impact (up to 25 points)

• Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (up to 35 points)

• Budget and Institutional Support (up to 10 points)

• View rubric here (must be signed in to your Cal Poly account)
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https://cpslo.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/REDGE-Files/CEIOffice/PIT-UN/2024/Scoring%20Guide.docx?d=wc8c1aa18b6484c4abb566d01881cbaba&csf=1&web=1&e=2COwsx


KEY DATES  AND  INFORMAT ION

• Pre-proposal due on Monday, April 15 by 8:00 AM to 
Stephanie Fabro at sfabro@calpoly.edu

• By April 24: Finalists notified

• May 8: Routing deadline (scope of work, budget, and 
budget justification due)

• May 15: Full proposal due

• May 17: National deadline

• September: National decisions announced

• October 1: National grant term starts
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Documents:

• Pre-proposal form

• Evaluation Rubric

• National RFP

mailto:sfabro@calpoly.edu
https://cpslo.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/REDGE-Files/EZYCf0ekQHxAinzslo5BuJ4BrCp-AIU9QamFAXv5urlPDQ?e=vtbLSw
https://cpslo.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/REDGE-Files/CEIOffice/PIT-UN/2024/Scoring%20Guide.docx?d=wc8c1aa18b6484c4abb566d01881cbaba&csf=1&web=1&e=2COwsx
https://pitcases.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024-Y6-PIT-UN-Network-Challenge-RFP-3.11.2024.pdf


KEY RESOURCES
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More information:

• FAQ and additional resources

• Previous grantees and 

projects

• Wednesday, April 3 at 10 AM: PIT-UN “Ask an 
Expert” webinar

• Tuesday, April 9, 11:30 AM: Campus Zoom Info Session 
hosted by Matthew Harsh (PIT-UN campus designee) & 
Elise St. John (2022 grantee)

https://pitcases.org/2024-network-challenge/
https://pitcases.org/challenge/
https://pitcases.org/challenge/
https://newamerica.zoom.us/j/91646047046?pwd=MFJCbUlqM0REUTVKNVg1OUlqbGVyZz09
https://calpoly.zoom.us/j/2842607746


QUESTIONS?
Please contact Stephanie Fabro at sfabro@calpoly.edu

To schedule a meeting: https://calendly.com/sfabro/30min

mailto:sfabro@calpoly.edu
https://calendly.com/sfabro/30min
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